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Pharmaceutical literatures

• Professional books
- encyclopedias

- other books

- journals

• Official books

- Pharmacopoeias

- National Formularies

-(Formulae Normales FoNo 7th Edition)



Journals



Literature in foreign languages

• Subscription: Pharmazeutische Industrie

– scientific aspects are dominated

• Pharmaceutical Technology 

– marketing aspects are dominated

– Free of charge, registered

• Science

• Nature



Searching journals

• Science Direct

• PubMed

• Scopus



Pharmacopoeias



Pharmacopoeia

• Ebers papyrus has been written around BC. 

1600, which is found by a german

Egyptologist, Georg Ebers in Théba in 1873.

• Antidotarium Mesue – Bagdad - XI. century

• Antidoratium - Nicolaus prépos in XII. century

• Dynameron - Myrepsus Nicolaus

prescription collection dealing with effects of 

medications – in XIII. century



Antidotarium Nicolai 

• Ancestor of our Pharmacopoeias has been created in 

about 1220-1250 in Salerno

• Pharmaceutics as an independent activity

• Written by medical teacher, who called himself to 

Nicolaus

• 142 is chosen from more than thousand ones 

– leaflets are integrated, 

– compounds

– their quantities are listed. 

• prescriptions are standardized – more systematic



Antecedent of Hungarian 

Pharmacopoeias

• Aim of standardization and integration of 

pharmaceutical distribution

• Hungarian Pharmacopoeias in the past

 Dispensatorium Vienense

 Pharmacopaea Austriaco-provincialis

 Pharmacopaea Austraca

 Taxa pharmaceutica Posoniensis



Most significant information of Hungarian 

Pharmacopoeia

Year of 

publication

General editor Number of 

monographs

Pages

I. 1871 Than Károly 510 581

II. 1888 Than Károly 516 716

III. 1909 Bókay Árpád 537 430

IV. 1934 Vámossy Zoltán 564 435

V. 1954 Schulek Elemér 819 1627

VI. 1967 Schulek Elemér, Végh Antal 815 1526

VII. 1986 Végh Antal 705 2206

VIII. 2004 Paál Tamás >2000 > 4530



Monograph of acetylsalicylic acid



• Pharmacopoeias contain:
– Manufacture

– Monograph description, 

– Examination, control, 

– Qualification of medicine

• Official publication regulated and modified 
by laws and regulations according to 
government

• Containing general rules related to quality 
and evaluations of medicines

• Valid, official publication for 
– manufacturers, 

– wholesalers, 

– physicians, pharmacists.



Contents of volumes

• General information

• Monographs

• herbal,

• animal drugs,

• basic preparations

• bandages,

• vaccines

• Examinations

• Charts, tables



United States Pharmacopoeia

(1820)



Japanese Pharmacopoeia

(1886)



Formularies

• Unofficial formularies:

 Unknown pharmacy practitioners’ notes

• Official formularies :

 Formulae Normales (Hungary)

- physician’s edition

- pharmacist’s edition



FoNo VII.

Formula(e) Normale(s)

(translation: standard catalog of prescription 

samples)

• Prescription samples prescribed frequently

(standard preparations)

• Can be prescribed according to their official 

name

• Standardized and unified in Hungary



Formulae Normales
• General rules of 

contemporaneous preparation, 

compounding 

• Official publication regulated 
and modified by laws and 
regulations according to 
government

• Valid, official publication for 
– manufacturers, 

– wholesalers, 

– physicians, pharmacists.



Formulae Normales VII

Solutio sulfurata pro balneo

Rp.

Calcii oxydati

grammata triginta (g 30,0)

Sulfuris praecipitati

grammata sexaginta (g 60,0)

Aquae destillatae

ad grammata quingenti ( ad g 500,0)

D.S.: 1 bottle (100g) for  a bathtube water

This preparation was official in FoNo VI. edition, before FoNo VI, it was 

included in Pharmacopoeia called as Solutio calcii sulfurati.



FoNo VII.

• Content of pharmacist’s edition:
– General knowledge

– Technological direction for preparation process of 
medication of standard catalog (description of general 
preparation of dosage forms and tools/ equipment)

Preparation guideline in the case of incompatibility

– Prescription samples

– Basic preparations (bases)

– Application modes of pharmaceutical forms

– Synonim names of basic materials (names are 
according to European Pharmacopoeia)



Dosage forms from Pharmacopoeias

I II III IV V VI VII VIII

Diluendum (aromatic

water)
+ + + + + +

emulsion + + + + + + + *

pharmaceutical wines + + + + +

paints + + +

decocts and infusions + + + + + + +

tinctures + + + + + + + +



Dosage forms from Pharmacopoeias

I II III IV V VI VII VIII

extractions + + + + + + * *

solutions + + + + + + + +

eye drops + + + +

eye wash liquids + + + *

syrups + + + + + + + *

suspensions + + + + + *



Dosage forms from Pharmacopoeias

I II III IV V VI VII VIII

gels + +

poultice +

ointments + + + + + + + +

pastes + +

sampons +

caoutchouc patches + + + +



Dosage forms from Pharmacopoeias

I II III IV V VI VII VIII

granules + + +

capsules + + + + + +

pastilles + +

powders + + + + + +

tablets + + + + + +

pilules + + + + + + + Ø




